




































) VOL. 1.) 


Fiona of his !ebors, eatil the completion of the first 


)tinve this publication another year, and he begs leave 
to give this timely notioe that, wll the present subscri 
> bers will be considered as continuing their subscrip 
) tion for another year, unless they make known their 
intention to the contrary, by the first of January 
5 mrt. 


| It proved to be a remonstrance from the Rey. 
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Tue publication of this nomber of the Liszguar 
CurisTiaNn has been anaveidably delaycd to the 
resent time, by the absence and engagements of the 
Frditor. He trusts there will be no othe: interrup. 


volume in Februery next. I[t is his intention to con- 


‘Those who have net paid their subscription for the 
present year, are requested to de so immediately. 

All communications should be addressed to the 
Editor, post paid, 


-—So+o— 
INSTALLATION IN BROOKLYN. 


On Wednesday Nov. 5, the Rev. Samuel 
Joseph May was installed Pastor of the First 
Church and Society in this town, The fol 
lowing churches were represented in the 
council either by theie Pastots or Delegates, 
namely, Rev. Dr. Bancroft’s of Worcester ;. 
Rey. Dr, Freeman’s, Rev. Dr. Channing’s 
Rev. Dr. Lowell’s Rev. Mr. Ware’s, Rev. 
Mr. Parkman’s Rev. Mr. Pierpont’s of Bos- 
ton; Rev. Dr. Thayer’s of Lancaster; Rev. 
Mr. Edes’ of Providence ; Rev. Mr. Willson’s 
of Petersham; Rev. Mr. Walker’s of 
Charleston; Rev. Mr. Peabody’s of Spring: 
field. They assembled at 9 A. M. in the 
Court House. Dr. Bancroft was chosen 
Moderator and implored the divine blessing 
and direction. !r. Lowell was then chosen 
scribe and the Council proceeded to business. 
The iavitation of the Society and Mr. May’s 
acceptance of that invitation, together with a 
vote of the Church which constituted him a 
member, were read to them. At the request 
of some individuals on the courcil, the pastor 
elect then exhibited a general statement of 
his religious opinions. Those parts of this 
statement which relate to the doctrines of the 
Trinity and tne Atonement will be given be- 
low. 





A written communication, which had just, 


been handed in, was then read by the Scribe. 


Dr. Whitney, the former Pastor of this So- 
ciety, againgt the Council’s proceeding to in- 





stal Rey. Mr. May. After a respeciful con- 





twee = eee 
sideration uf this remonstrance, the Council 
voted to lie this with their other papers* and 
to proceed to the installation. Rev. Mr. 
Willson of Petersham was appointed to make 
the imtroductory prayer; the councii concur- 
red in the choice of the Rev. Mr. Walk- 
er of Charlestown to preach the sermon ;— 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft of Worcester was appoint- 
ed to make the consecrating prayer; Rev. 
Dr. Freeman of Boston to deliver the charge ; 
Rev. Mr. Peabody of Springfeld to give the 


Light hand of fellowship ; Rev. Dr. Thayer . 


of Lancasier to address the people; Rev. 
Mr. Parkman of Boston to make the conclu- 
ding prayer. 

At 11 0’clock the Council proceeded to 
the Meeting house, where a large audience 
had already assembled. The performances 
were remarkably adapted to the occasion, and 
calculated to give solemnity to the scene and 
to touch the feelings of every one present. 
We hope and believe they will all be pab- 
lished, and we are confident the impression, 
thet was made atthe time oftheir delivery, 
will be heightened by the perusal of them. 

The following hymns were sung during the 
services. 


HY MN, 433 New York Collection. 


Great God! the followers of thy Son, 
We bow before thy mercy-seat, 
To worship thee, the Holy One, 
And pour our wishes at thy feet. 


O grant thy blessing here to day! 
O give thy people joy and peace! 
The tokens of thy love display, 

And favor, that shall never cease. 





*Tue Council learnt, on enquiry, that no notice 
had been given tothe Church and Society about to 
settle Mr. May, that such a remonstrance was to be 
laid in, asd no person appeared to support it. It ep- 
peared alse that the Church of the first Society ia 
Brooklyn had concorred unanimously in the choice 
of Mr. May, and certainly no other Church can have 
any voice in his settlement. And as tothe Rev. Dr. 
Whitney, itis well known, that a suit instituted in 
his name, against the Firet Society in Brooklyn for 
the payment of his Salary, was prosecuted before the 
Superior Court in Brooklyn, last September, and de- 
cided against him,on the ground that he had abas- 
doned said Society. 
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We seek the truth which Jesus brought ; 
His path of light, we long to tread ; 
Here be his holy doctrines taught, 

And bere, their purest influence shed. 


May faith, and hope, and love abound ; 

Our sins and errors be forgiven ; 

And we, in thy great day, be found 

Children of God, and beirs of heaven. 
—o+o— 


HYMN; by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont. 


Written for the Ordination of the Rev. W. 
Ware at New York, 


Q Thou who art above ali height! 

Our God, our Father, and our Friend ! 
Beneath thy throne of love and light, 

Let thine adoring children bend.. 


We kneel in praise,—that here is set. 
A vine that by thy culture grew ; 

We kneel in prayer, that thoa would’st wet 
Its opening leaves with heavenly dew. 


Since thy young servant now hath given 
Himself, his powers, his hopes, his youth, 

To the great cause of truth and Heaven ; 
Be thou his guide, O Gos of trath! 


Uere may. bia doctrines drop like rain, 
His speech like. Bermon’s dew distii, 
Till green fields emile, and golden grain, 
Ripe forthe harvest waits thy will, 


And when he sinks in death ; by care, 
Or pain, or toil, or yeare opprest ; 
O God ! remember then our prayer, 
And .take his spirit to thy reat. 
ly 
EXTRACT rrom wIS VIEWS OF CMBISTIAN 
DOCTRINE, READ AT THE INSTALLATION OF 
MR. MAY- 


Ir.may be proper on this occasion, that | 
should declare my belief concerning the per- 
son of our Saviour, and the efficacy, of bis 
death. 

To me it does not appear, from the. histo. 
ries we have of his life and preachtng, - that 


Jesus ever took.pains to give any account. of | 


his nature, whatever there may have been 
peculiar to him inthis.respect. This, think, 
he would in mercy have done, if a-particular 
belief respecting his nature were to be essen- 
tialto ihe salvation of man. In his offcial 





divine authority, and that he has power to 
save us on the conditions he has offered ; 
we are well assured of these things, it may 
be-amatter of interesting inquiry. what hia 
nature is, but cannot be of vital importance. 

He. claimed to be, and J joyfully believe 


| that he was,a messenger from God—that the 


fatber sanctified him. and sent. him into: the 
world—that the words which he spake he 
spake not of himself, bat as his father taught 
and commanded him-—-that the works he did 
aod the doctrines he taught were not his, but 
the father’s, 

Moreover he claimed te be, and I sincere. 
ly believe he was, superior to afl other in- 
spired teachers. All before him had.come as 
servants of God; he came as the dearly be. 
loved Son.of God, trom .the bosom of his fa. 
ther. 

As to the deatir of Christ; 1 believe that it 
was all-important in the gospel plan of re- 
demplion. He died to confirm the truth of 
his doctrines—he died to teach his followers 
how to bear sufferiog—hbe died that he.migh: 
rise again and bring immortality to light.— 
There may have. been some other efficacy in 
his.death, but this has beén and is a subject of 
dispute between the wisest ¢& best of men, & 
surely | may be pardoned if | plead ignorance. 

Of one thing however | am fully convinced, 
whatever. may have been the efficacy. of 
| Christ?s death, no one can. derive. any benefit 
from, it, unless he complies, a3 far as he is 
able, with those conditions, on .which the 
blessings of the gospel are promised. | In. 
stead then of perplexing our minds with sub- — 
jects of misty speculation, it will be much 
wiser and safer for us to inquire what these 
conditions of salvation are, and endeavor top 
| fulfil them,, And what we have to do is plain, 
ly stated. We must deny ungodlinesa and 
worldly lusts.and live soberly, righteous!y and > 
piously ; and then, through the grace of God> 
in Jesus Christ, al) wil] be well with us herch 
and hereafter. ) 

sSt+o_— - 
| CAUTION RECOMMENDED IN THE USE AND AP-p. 
PLICATION OF SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE. 





| Ir must not be dissembled that there are 
| many real difficulties in the christian scrip- 
‘tures, whilst at the same time, more, I be- 


if B 


capacity only, a8 Saviour-of the world, did he| lieve, and greater, may. justly be imputed te 
shew any solicitude to be known, and receiv- | certain maxims of iaterpretation, which have 
ed. To this object he devoted his whole | obtained -authorily without reason, and are 
life—for this purpose he died upon the cross. | received without inquiry. One of these, as [E 
Now I think, if we are well assured that he apprehend, is. the expecting to. find, in the 
came by divine Commission and taught with presentcircumstances ofchristianity,a meaning 
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for, or something answering to, every dppella 
‘tion & expression whicb occurs in scripture ; 
orin other words, the applying to the person: al | 
condition of christians at this day, those titles, | 
phrases, peopopcene and arguments, which | 
belong solely tothe situation of christianity | 





at its first institution. 


[ amaware ofan objection which we'ghs | 
much with many serious tempers, namely, | 


) that to suppose any part of scripture to be in. | 
) appiicable to us, is to suppose a part of scrip- | 
) ture to be useless; which seems to detract | 


from the perfection we attribute to these or- | 
acles of our salvation. ‘To this I can only | 


» answer, that it woald have been one of the | 
strangest things in the world, if the writings | 
| of the New Testament had not, like ali other | 


| 


books, been compesed for the apprehension, | 
and consequently adapted to ife circumstan- | 
ces, of the persons they were addressed to ; | 
and that it would have been equally strange, 
ifthe great, and in many respects the inevita- | 
ble alterations, which have taken place in | 
those circumstances, did not vary the applica. 
tion of scripture language. 

I design in the following discourse, to pro 
pose some examples of this variation, from) 
which you will judge as I proceed, of the truth | 
and importance of our general observation. | 

First ; at the time the scriptures were 
written, none were baptized but converts, and 
none were converted but from conviction, 
and conviction produced, for the most part, a 
corresponding reformation of life and man. 
ners. Henvce’baptism was only another name 
for conversion, and conversion was supposed 
to be sincere : in this sense was our Saviour’s 
promise, “ he that believeth and is baptized, 
shall bessaved ;” and in the same his com- 
mand to St. Paul, “arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins ;’’ this was that bap- 
tism, “* for the rem!ssion of sins,” to which St. 
Peter invited the Jews upon the day of Pen- 
tecost ; that ‘“‘-washing of regeneration’’ by 
which, as St Paul’writes to Titus, “ he saved 
us.” Now, when we come to speak of the 
baptism which -obtains in ‘most christian 
churches at present, where no conversion is 
supposed,* or possible, it is manifest, that, if 
these expressions be applied at all, they must 
‘be applied with extreme qualification and re- 
‘serve, 

‘Secondly; the ‘community of christians 
‘were at first a handful of men, connected 
‘amongst themselves by the strictest union, and 
divided from the rest of the world by a real 
‘difference of principle and persuasion, and, 
‘what was more observable, by many outward 
* Baptism of Infants. 





— 


peculiarities of worship and behaviour. This 
society, considered collectively, and as a body 
were set apart from the rest of mankind for a 
‘more gracious dispensation, as well as actu- 
ally distinguished by a saperior purity of life 
and conversation. In this view, and in oppo- 
| sitioa fo the unbelieving world, they were de. 
nominated in scripture by titles ofgreat seem- 
ing dignity and import—they were ‘* elect’’ 
“called, > & Saints 3”? they were “ in Christ’’ 
they were ‘*a chosen generation, a royal 
| priesthood. a holy gation, a peculiar people,” 
| That is, these terms were employed to dis 
tinguish ‘the professors of christianity from the 
| rest of mankind, in the same manner as the 
names of Greek and Barbarian, Jew, and 
Gentile, distinguished the people of Greece 
and [srael from other nations. The applica- 
tion of such phrases to the whole body of 
Christians 13 become now obscure ; partly 
because itis not easy to conceive of Christ- 
ians as a body at all, by reason of the extent 
of their name and numbers, and the little vis- 
ible union that subsists among them; and 
partly, because the heathen world with whom 


| they were compared, and to which compari- 


son these phrases relate, is now ceased, or is 
removed from our observation. Supposing 
therefore, these expressions to have a per- 
petual meaning, and either forgetting the ori- 
ginal use of them, or finding that, at this time, 

in a great measure exhausted ¢ insignificant, 

we resort toasense and an application of 
them, easier, it may be to our comprehension, 
but extremely foreign from the design of their 
authors, namely, to distinguish individuals 
amopgst us, the professors of Christianity 
from one another: agreeably to which idea, 
the most flattering of these names, the 
elect,” “ called,” ‘saints’® have by bold 
and unlearned men, been appropriated to 
themselves and their own party with a pre- 


|sumption and conceit injutious to the repata- 


lion of our religion amongst ** them that are 
without,” and extremely disgusting to the so- 
ber part of its professors ; whereas, that such 
titles were intended in a sense common to all 
Christian converts, is well argued from many 
places in which they oceur, in which places 
you may plainly substitute the terms convert, 
or converted, for the strongest of these phra- 
ses without any alteration of the author’s 
meaning, e. g. * dare any’of vou go to law be. 
fore the unjust, and not before the saints ?”? 











“is any man ‘called being circumcised’ let 
him not become uncircmcised :” * the church 
thatis at Babylon, elected together wilh you, 
ealuteth you. 

To be-continued,” 
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THE DUTY OF PROTESTANTS. | 


Ir is the duty of protestants {o act in con- 
tistency with their avowed principles, and to 
inake progressive improvements in religious 
knowledge and moral life, corresponding with 
the light and the means ofthe age in which 
they live. 

A man ofa discriminating and unprejadiced 
mind, must feel some surprise’ in reviewing 


the present state of Christendom, Since the | 





against which the reformers directed their at. & 
(acks, were the supremacy of the Pope—the 
derivation of his dignity from St. Peter—his 
power of forgiving sius--the infallidibity of 
the Church—-the authority of traditions, end 
of decrees of council—the efficacy of indul. 
gences—the miracles and merits of saints— > 
the veneration due to the fathere—the pro. — 
priety and obligation of monastic vows—the 
necessity of confession to the priest, and o; 
receiving from him absolution--the power of 


sixteenth century, the highest improvements | prayer and alms over the souls in purgéitory 
have been made in all the exact sciences and | —the number and efficacy of the sacraments, 


in general literature. A comparison between 
that age ana this, shows that the progress 
-of the human mind, in the koowiledge of 
personal rights, in the princigles of civil 
government, and in every branch of science 
and philosophy, has been constant and rapid ; 
aod in consequence, society is every where 
improved end refined. But the systems of 
school divinity of that period have been hand- 
ea down through successive generations, to 
the present time. with a sanction which is 
due only to the oracles of truth. The great 
cause is, that those systems are supposed to 
contain the peculiar doctrines of the refor. 
mation ; and therefore they are supported by 
allthe veneration which Christiars feel to- 
wards the men, who at the hazard of every 
enjoyment of life, and of life itself, {reed them 
from the tyranny and bendage of the Papal 
Church, But we have clearly seen that the 
formularies now to be found amongst most 
denominations of Christians, are not the pe- 
culiar doctrines of the reformers. These 
were common to papists and to protestants. — 
This fact furnishes no argument to prove 
them true or false. Papisis and protestants 
hold many important and essential truths of 
revelation in common ; but tbe fact shows, 
that these doctrines are entitled ta no peca- 
liar favor because they were holden by the 
reformers. The doctrines of the reformation 
must be those which distinguished protestants 
from papiste, aad which formed the line of 
separation between them—not those in which 
they were united. Shall | then be asked, 
What are the distinguishing marks between 
the reformers and those whom they epposed ? 
i answer, they relate rathes to practical abus- 
es than tospeculative errors. I answer in 
the words of a good writer. “dhe great 
points on which the reformation. turned, re- 
jate chiefly to the power of the clergy, the 
rights of Christians, and the rule and stand 

ard of Chgistian faith, The great errors 





| 








| which it waa the province of the clergy to ad- 


minister; and above all, the propriety of 
witholding the scriptures from the common 
people.” 

That men laboring under all the prejudi- 
ces of a popish education, and in an age of 
darkness and ignorance. should have hac 
streugthof mind to perceivethe odious nature 
and permicious effects of the above stated 
abuses and impositions, and coarage in their 
attempt to correct them—to opp.se the most 
formidabie power of the Roman pontiff—musi 
excite our admiration ; but it cannot be im: 
agined, that men, who had grown even te the 
full vigor of manhood, amidet the grossest 
corruptions, and had deeply imbibed the false 
principles of the established religion, should 
at once perceive every false doctrine, and 
every pernicious abuse which it contained, 
and be immediately prepared to make a thor- 
ough reformation. Unless we admit that 
these men were inspired, which isnot pre- 
tended, it cannot be presumed that they at 
once understood the whole counsel of God, 
as this is revealed in the scriptures, and im- 
mediately purified Christianity from all the 
corruptions introduced by the Papal Church. 
‘* It would be strange indeed,” to adopt the 
language of the venerable Robinson, the pas- 
tor of the Leyden flock, ‘ifthe earliest re- 
formers should have passed from such entire 
darkness into perfect light, after such dark- 
ness had endured for twelve hundred years.” 
Having but imperfectly liberated themselves 
from monkish superstition and moral servi- 
tude, it is not possible that Luther and his 
fellow laborers should have conformed their 
institutions to the letter and spirit of the gos- 
pel. Theologians, who have been educated 
under more favorable circumstances, and pos- 
sess. higher means of obtaining a correct 
knowledge of scripture, and acquiring the 
requisite knowledge of public teachers, must 
be in a situation to make improvement on the 
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first reformers, as it respects articles of 
Christian faith, modes of public worship, and 
the forma of Church government and disci- 
line. In fact, the doctrines aud principles, 
which in this age are the subject of contro- 
versy and division, had slight, if any, connex- 
ion with the corruptions and abuses trom 
which the first reformers relieved protest- 
ants. . 


The agitated, the heated spirit of the six- 
teenth century, was unfavorable to impartial 
investigation, to candid inquiry, aad to the 
possession of opinionson speculative subjects, 
founded on deliberate and sound judgment. 


While, then, Christians of the present day 
venerate the memories, of those great and 
daring meno, who began the reformation from 
Popery— while they cherish devout gratitude 
for the religious liberty and the religious bles- 
sings of which these men were the primary 
instrumerts—let not Christians of this period 
of greater light and knowledge take them as 
infallible guides, nor adopt their speculative 
systems as the body of revealed religion, from 
which there isno appeal. The systems of 
Lather, Calvin, and theic coadjutors are en- 
titled to honorable notice as the opinions of 
great, honest, and pious men, who sought the 
truth in the love of it; but they have not the 
authority of revelation, and are to be receiv- 
ed only as, on due examination, they are 
found conformable to, the sacred oracles.— 
While we avail ourselves of every advantage 
wlich the noble exertions of the reformers 
have secured tous, let us not view them as 
the standard of perfection, and suppose that 
we must cease from further inquiry after the 
traths pertaining to eternal life, and rest our 
Christian faith and hope on their attainments. 
All the light with which they were favored, 
shines around us; and maoy and great ad- 
vantages are afforded us, which were denied 
tothem. We must account for all the talents 
committed to our mavagemeut. Our pro- 
gress, then, in Christian knowledge, and 


_ Christian life, should correspond to the means 


ef general improvement with which we are 
favored. The authority for the doctrines we 
believe should be drawn from the sacred 
scriptures, not from the creed of Luther, Zu 
inghus, or Calvin. Christ isthe only law- 
giver in his kingdom. The scriptures are 
the only infallible rule of faith, Every intel. 
lizgent Cristian forms his opinions of revealed 


truths from ap impartial and diligent study of 


them. Dr- Bancroft. 


ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST, 


(Continued from page 134.) 


bear suffering. 


Aut the dispensations of divine providence, 
all the dangerous situations in which we are 
ever placed, all the temptations which start 
up and oppose usin our way to heaven, ail 
the calamities, privations, and disappoint- 
ments, depression, evil and pain,through which 
we are compelled to make our way, have 
for their object nothing but ourown improve- 
ment, They come upon us in mercy.— 
They assist us in performing the task for 
which we live—the formation ofa perfect, 
spotless character. They draw forth oui 
powers and strengthen them. They save us 
from the torpors of continual ease. They 
teach us what we are and what the world is. 
They teach sto retire into ourselves and 
rest upon the vigor of our own minds, and 
look upward to the source of light and be 
at peace, though all without us may be 
darkness, and the thunder may roar over us, 
and the storm burst upon our heads. 

Now it became the great Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, the being who was 
to be our example, the standard by means of 
which we were to act rightly in every possi- 
ble situation, it became him to make *.13 owa 
character perfect through sufferings. It was 
necessary (that he shioutd feet the power of 
temptation, the bitterness of bodily and men- 
tal anguish, or he could have been ro pattern 
for the multitudes of his followers, upon 
whom tbe hane of God has fallen beavily. 
It was right that he should exhibit himself 
meek humble and patient, resigned to the 
will of God, ready to endure as well as to 
act, ready to obey without reluctance and 
without a murmur, ready to live or die as 
should be most conducive to the honor of 
his father, and te good of mankind. His 
was a glorious example; and let us learn 
from it, neither to hope ner (o wish for a life 
of unruffied calmness and felicity. Wretch- 
ed is that man’s fate, who bas never known 
adversity, whose life is one long dream of in- 
dolence, whose energy no danger has ever 
roused, whose thoughts and affections no dis- 





| whose heart no shocks of misfortunes have el. 
|evated to heaven, How languid are the vir- 
tues of such a being, how unqualified for no- 
ble exertions, how unfit to struggle for the 


2. Jesus died to teach his followers how to 


appointments have ever torn from this world, 
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Christian’s crown! Ease, dull ease has 
waved over him her leaden sceptre. Her 
inflaence has reached his heart. It presses 
him downto earth. It desiroys the vigor of 
his faculties. It quenchesall his ardor. He 
neither svars, nor aims, nor looks above the 
world, Let us rather ‘bless God, when he 
teaches us by the rod of affliction to feel that 
this world is not our home, that we are placed 
here only to act our part and then to die. 
I.et us ‘earn to stand erect and fearless amid 
the bnifetings ofthe werld, looking for an 
example to him who endured the contradic- 
tion of sinrers against bimself—the author 
and finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that 
was set before him, endured the cross, despi- 
sed the shame and is now seated at the right 
haad of God, S.C. 
—3>+o— 
SERIOUSNESS IN RELIGION. 


Seriousness in religion, is utterly incon- 
sistent with any affectation or grimace. {1 
is not a thing to be assumed at our pleasure. 
it does not consist in a pharisaical dishguring 
of our faces, in studied attitudes and sepul- 
chral tones. [tis not a matter of deport- 
ment merely, but of feeling, which of course 
will affect the deportment. It is indeed what 
it ia difficult to describe precisely ; but what 
every. one, who will reflect may understand. 
In the common affairs -of life, we all know 
what is intended when we say, ofa man that 
he is in earnest ; and being serious in our re- 
ligion is being in earnest in our religion. 
Seriousness and -olemnity are often con- 
founded ; and yet they are different; for 
solemnity relates wholly to our manners.— 
It is not uncommon to find men who are very 
solemn in.all the outward services of religion, 
who yet by a disgraceful indecency, or levity 
of conversation and manners, show that they 
have eot the fear of God before their eyes ; 
and on the other hand, we meet with others, 
whose life and.character satisfy you that they 
are what they profess to be, and who, blessed 
by God with distinguished wit or .a supera- 
bundant flow .of animal spirits, carry into 
society that inoffensive vivacity and chasten- 
ed mirth, whichstir the waters oj friendship, 
and quicken all their healing virtues; and 
impress men srore sensibly with the goodness 
of God in having made them social beings. 
A minister to be serious must be in earn- 
est. In the public services of religion he 
should indeed be solemn as well as serious : 
but this should not be a solemnty assumed for 
the sake of mere stage-effect, He should ap- 





pear in that natural, simple, unostentatious 
manner, which sincerity always wears; so 
that men may say and think of him, that he 
is honest—that he feels what he utters, and 
is himself impressed with that which he urg. 
es or others. Nothing of this sort is to 
be puton forthe occasion ;and such is the 
imperfect nature of mau, so much is he under 
the influence ofexternal ciscumstances, that 
the acquisition and maintenance of this tem- 
per will depend much upon cultivation, re- 
flection, habitual devotion, and upon the se- 
vere discipline of the mind and affections. 
‘Colman’s Sermon on Pastoral Duty. 


—+o— 
ON GAINING THE FAVOR OF GOD. 


Vain ang absard is every scheme in life, 
that 1s not subservient'to, and does not termi. 
nate in that great end of our being, the at- 
tainmeut of excellence and the favor of God. 
Whenever this becomes sincerely our object, 
then will pride and vanity, envy, ambition, 
covetousness, and every evil lose their power 
over us, anc we shall, in the language of scrip- 
ture, * Walk humbly with our God.” We 
shall then cease to repine under our nat- 
ural or accidental disadvantages, and feel dis- 
satisfied only with our moral defects; we 
‘shall love end respect all our felluw creatures 
as the children of the same dear parent, and 
particularly those who seek to do his will ;— 
we shall wish to cultivate good will, and to 
promote innocent enjoyment wherever we 
are ; we shall strive to please, not from vani- 
ty, but from benevolence. Instead of con- 
templating our own fancied perfections, or 
even real superiority, with self complacence, 
religion will teach us ta look into ourselves 
and fear. 

Mrs, Chapone. 


tae) I 


Extract from Rev. D. Huntington's Poem on 
the pleasures & advantages of true Religion. 


Seest thou yon lonely cottage in the grove— 

With little garden neatly plan’d before— 

Its roof, deep shaded by the elms above, 

Moss-grown and deck’d with velvet verdure 
‘over ? 

Go, lift the willing latch—the scene explore— 

Sweet peace, and love, and joy, thou there 
shalt find : 

For there Religion dwells whose sacred lore 

Leaves the proud wisdom of the world behind, 

And pours a heav’aly ray onevery humble 
mind. 
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When the bright morning gilds the eastern 
skies, 


| Up springe the peasant from his calm repose : 
» Forth to bis honest toil he cheerful hies, 

) And tastes the sweets of nature as he goes — 
) Bat first, of Sharon’s fairest, sweetest Rose, 
> He breathes the fragrance, and pours forth 


ithe pratse : ; 
Looks to the source whence ev'ry blessing 
flows, 


. Ponders the page which heav’nly truth con- 


veys, 


) And to its Author’s haad' commits his future 


Ways. 


| Nor-yet in solitude hs prayers ascend : 
) His faithful partner ard their blooming train, 


The precious word with rev rent minds at- 
tend, 


| The Heav’n-directed path of life to gains. 


Their voices mingle ia the grateful straiu— 

The lay. of love and py together sing, 

To him whose bounty clothes. the smiling 

lain, 

Who previa the beauties of the blooming 
spring, 

And tunes the warbling throats-thet make the 
vallies ring. . 


—9+o—~-. 
DAILY PRAYER. 
From Christian Disciple. 
Tye scriptures of the old and new Testa- 


ments agree in enjoining prayer. Let no. 


man call himself a Christian, who lives with- 


out giving a part of life to this duty. We are: 


not taught how often we must pray ; but our 
Lord in-teaching us to say,** Give us this day 
our daily bread,”’ implies that we should pray 
daily. He has. even said to us ** pray al- 
ways ;” an injunction to be explained indeed 
with that latitude which many of his precepts 
require, bat which is- not to be: satisfied, we 
think, without regular and habitual devotion. 
As to the particular hours to. be given to 
this. duty every Christian may choose them 
for himeelf. Our religion is too liberaland 
spiritual to bind us to apy place or any hour 


of prayer. But there are parts of the day 


particularly favorable to this duty, and which 
if possiole should be redeemed for it. On 
these we shail offer a few reflections, 

The first of these periods is the: morning, 
which even nature seems to have pointed out 
to.mea of different religions, asa fit time for 





olferingsto the Divinity. In the morning our 
minds are not so much shaken by worldly 
cares and pleasures, as in other parts of the 
day. Retirement and sleep have helped te 
allay the-violence of our feelings, to calm (he 
feverish excitement so often produced by in- 
tercourse with men. ‘ihe hour isa stil! one. 
The hurry and tumalts-of life are not begun, 
and we naturally share in the tranquility 
around us. Having forso many hours lost 
our bold. on the world, we can banish it the 
more easily from-the mind, and worship with 
less diviced:attention.. This then is a favora- 
ble time for approaching the invisible Author 
of our being, for strengthening the intimacy 
of our minds with-him, for thinking apona fu- 
ture life, and for seeking those spiritual aids 
which we need in the labors and temptations: 
of every day. 

In the morning there is much to feed the 
spirit of devotion. It offers an abundance of 
thoughts, friendly to pious feeling. When we 
look on creation, what a happy and touching 
change do we witness. A few hours past the 
earth was wraptin gloom and silence. There 


jseemed “a pause in nature.” But now, a 


new flood of light has broken forth, and cre- 
ation rises before us in fresher and brighter 
hues, and seems to rejoice as if it had just re- 
ceived birth from its Author. ‘The sun nev- 
er sheds more cheerful beams, and never pro- 
claims more loudly God’s glory and goodness, 


than when he returns after the coldness and 
dampness of night, and awakens man and in- 


ferior animals to the various purposes of their 


| being. Avspirit of joy seems breathed over 


the earth and through the sky. It requires 
little effort of imagination to read delight in 
the kindled clouds, or in the fields bright with 
cew.. This is-the time, when we can best 
feel and’ bless the Power which said, “ let 
there be light; which “ set a tabernacle for 
the sun in the heavens,”? and made him the 
dispenser. of fruitfulness- and. enjoyment 
through all regions, 

[f we next look at ourselves, what materi- 
als-does the morning furnish for devout 
thought. At the close of the past day, we 
were exhausted by our labors, and unable to 
move without wearisome effort. Our minds 
were sluggish, and could not be held to the 
most interesting objects, From this state of 
exhaustion, we sook gradually into entite 
insensibility. Our limbs became motionless ; 
our senses were ebut as in death. Our 











thoughts were suspended, or only wandered 
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confusedly and without aim. Qur friends, 
2nd the universe, and God himself were for- 
gotten. And what achange Goes the morn- 
ing bring with it! On waking we fine, that 
sleep, the image of death, has silently infused 
into us a new life. The weary limos are 
braced again. The dim eye hus become 
bright aud piercing. The mind is returned 
from the region of forgetfulness to its old pos- 
sessions. Friends are met again with a new 
interest. We are again capable of devout 
sentiment, virtuoua effort, and Christian 
hope. With what subjects of gratitude then 
does the morning furnish us? We can 
hardiy recal the state of insensibility from 
which we have just emerged, without a 
consciousness of our dependence, or think of 
the renovation of our powers and intellectu- 
al being, without feeling our obligation to God. 
‘There is something very touchingin the cen. 
sideration, if we will fix our minds upon it; 
that God thought of us when we could not 
think ; that he watchec over us when we had 
no power to avert peril from ourselves ; that 
be continued our vital motions, and in due 
time broke the chains of sleep, aud set our 
imprisoned faculties free. How fit is it at 


this hour to raise to God the eyes which he 
has opened, and the arm which he has 
strengthened ; to acknowledge his provi- 


dence ; and to consecrate to him the powers 


hehas renewed ? How fit that he should be 
the first object of the thoughts and affections 


which he has restored! How fit to employ 
in his praise the tongue he has loosed, and 
the breath which he has spared ! 

But the morning is a fit time for devotion, 
not onle from its relation to the past night, 
but considered as the introduction of a new 
day. To a thinking mind, how natural at 
this hour are such reflections as the follow- 
ing :—I sm now to enter on a new period of 
my life, to start afresh in my course. Iam to 
return to that world, where I have often 
gone astray ; to receive impressions which 
may never be effaced; to perform actions 
which will never be forgotten ; to strengthen 
a-character, which will fit me for heaven or 
_ hell. I am this day to meet temptations 
which have often subdued me; | am to be 
entrusted again with opportunities of useful- 
ness, which I have often neglected. [am to 
influence the minds of others, to help in 
moulding their characters, and in deciding 
the happiness of their present and future life. 
How uncertain ia this dav! What unseen 
dangers are before me! What unexpected 





changes may await me! It may be my last 
day! it will certainly bring me nearer to 
death and judgment !--Now when entering 
ona period of life soimportant, yet so uncer. 
tain, how fitand natural is it, before we take 
the first step, to seek the favor of that Being 
on whom the let of every day depends, to 
commit all our interests to his almighty and 
wise providence, toseek his blessing on our 
labors, and hia succor ia temptation, and to 
consecrate to his service the day which he 
raises upon us. This morniag devotion, pot 
only agrees with the seatiments of the heart. 
but tends to make the day happy, useful and 
virtuous. Having cast surselves on the mer- 
cy and protection ef the Almighty, we sha!l 
go forth with new cosfidence to the labors 
and duties which he imposes. Our carly 
prayer willhelp to shed an odor of piety 
through the whole life. God having first oc- 
cupied, will more easily recur to our mind. 
Our first step will be in the right path, and 
we may hope a happy isue. 

Se fitand useful is morning devotion, it 
ought notto be omitted without necessity. 
If our circumstauces will allow the privilege, 
it is a bad sign, when no part of the morning 
is spentin praver. if God find no place in 
our minds at that early and peaceful hour, be 
will hardly recur to us in the tumulte of life. 
Ifthe benefits of the morning do not soften us, 
we can, hardiv xneet the heart to colt with 
gratitade through the day, If the world then 
rush in, and take possession of us, when we 
are ateome distance and have hada respite 
from its cares, how can we hope to shake it 
off, when we shall be in the midst of it, press- 
ed and agitated by it on every side. Leta 
part of the morning, if possible, be set apart 
to devotion ; and to this end we should fix 
the hour of rising, so that we may have an 
early hour at our own disposal. Our piety 
is suspicious, if we Can renounce, as too ma- 
ny do, the pleasures and benefits of early 
prayer, rather than forego the senseless indul- 
gence of unnecessary sleep. What! we car 
rise eariy enough for business. We can 
even anticipate the dawn, if a favorite plea- 
sure or an uncommon gain requires the effort. 
But we cannot rise that we may bless our 
great Benefactor, that we may arm ourselves 
for the severe conflicts to which our princi- 
ples are to be exposed. We are willing to 
rush into the world, without thanks offered or 
a blessing sought, From a day thus begun, 
what ought weto expect but thoughtlessness 
and guilt. 





